

Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

striking inventions, so many achievements en-
riching and broadening human life, that merely
to mention all of them would be a tedious task*
Most of these were the work of American genius.
They are the fruits of individual liberty and just
reward for individual effort first known to the
world after our forefathers had established free-
dom in enduring form upon this Continent, The
mere contemplation of this progress should
serve to remind us of our obligations at this
time, when civilization is'turning the sharpest
corner in its history, and when the right of men
to self-government and self-development, is
threatened as it has never been threatened
before.

Sixty years ago there was no such tiling as
the steel business in America. The trilling pro-
duction of "blister" steel, amounting to a few
thousand tons per year, was not worthy of that
designation, but the iron business had already
laid the foundations of its future greatness, and
this in spite of the fact that; we had then com-
paratively no ores, no efficient fuel, no adequate
machinery and very little of the practical and
scientific knowledge so widely diffused today*